
 

 
Special Education Advisory Committee 

MEETING MINUTES 
March 11, 2025, District Office High Plains Room 

 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Kristin Asquith, Amy Beau, Sarah Betlach, Amie Bybee,Allison Confer, April Eagan, Ashleigh Hipp, 
Heather Jenkins, Jamie Katz, Michelle Kelly, Kristen Leaming, Hope Lind, Jim McMullen, Katie 
Meierhenry, Shannon Mills, Kristin Myers-Trysla, Jennifer Nowak, Chris Payne, Jennie Perdieu, 
Mark Schmidt, Erika Sheets, Susan Taylor, Megan Thompson, Erica Warren, Fred Wingert, Kathy 
Weldon (clerk) 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE (DISTRICT/STATE) - DR. MARK SCHMIDT 
 

Legislative Priorities: 
● Legislative priorities and resources are available on the Blue Valley Website, 

including: 
○ Legislative overview and key positions. 
○ Letter templates to advocate for special education funding. 
○ Updates and testimonies. 

 

Kansas Education Bills: 
● HB 2007: Includes appropriations for KSDE and special education. 

○ House Appropriations Committee increased SPED funding by $10M instead of 
$72M. 

○ Senate Education Committee recommended no additional special education 
funding. 

○ Historical context: Last time the legislature met the 92% funding obligation was in 
2011. 

 

Section 504 and IDEA: 
● Texas v. Becerra case challenges the 2024 Section 504 rule updates. 

○ Legal concerns over extending protections to individuals with Gender Dysphoria. 
○ Broader implications for K-12 and higher education if Section 504 is eliminated. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/legislative


STATE OF THE SPED UPDATES - DR. MARK SCHMIDT 
 

Superintendent Search: 
● Finalist interviews held March 10, 2025. 
● Approval expected at the April 14, 2025 Board of Education meeting. 

 

IEP Updates for Compliance and Communication – Kristin Asquith 
● New IEP Accommodation Grid introduced: 

○ Clarifies frequency, location, and duration of accommodations. 
○ State and district assessment grid will align with classroom accommodations. 

 

Special Education Transportation – Kristin Asquith 
● New rubric created to help IEP teams assess transportation eligibility. 
● Key questions to determine eligibility: 

○ Administrative placement outside of home school. 
○ Physical, cognitive, or behavioral needs requiring special transport. 

 

Extended School Year (ESY) – Jennie Perdieu 
● Eligibility determined by: 

○ Regression (25% loss from previous benchmark). 
○ Critical stage of learning. 
○ Severity of need (100% SPED support required). 

● 2025 ESY Schedule: 
○ June 2 – June 26, Monday – Thursday (No school June 19). 
○ Locations: Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle/High, 18–21 program. 

 

OPEN FORUM 
No topics raised 
 

SEAC COMMITTEE UPDATES 
Special Needs Resource Fair – Heather Jenkins 

● Scheduled for April 10, 2025 (5:00 – 8:00 PM) at bvseac.org. 
Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities: Day at the Capitol – Amie Bybee 

● Report on legislative discussions impacting individuals with disabilities. 
Parent Information Night – Amie Bybee 

● Focus on Kansas ABLE program – led by Sara Hart Weir. 
Ability Showcase – April Eagan 

● Scheduled for April 28, 2025 at Blue Valley High. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, April 15, 2025, District Office High Plains Room 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm. 

http://bvseac.org
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